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Bex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
Here’s a fun fact about me: A week after Donald Trump was elected president, 
a racist man tried to punch me in the face 
on the SkyTrain. 
I want to make it clear—he did not 
take a swing at me because he thought I 
wasn’t white. This burly, towering, red-
faced man barreled back onto the SkyTrain 
car to try to assault me because I’d had him 
removed in the first place for threatening to 
assault an elderly Black woman and a group 
of East Asian teenage boys. I was, according 
to him, a “loudmouth bitch” who was 
“going to get what’s coming to you.” 
The first thing that struck me, 
ironically, was that I was not struck—a 
construction worker with quicker reflexes 
than me intercepted and hauled the man 
back before his punch landed. Other 
people on the car formed a wall around 
me until he was wrestled off. I was and am 
still extremely grateful, but it isn’t lost on 
me that this rush of support was a result of 
overwhelming privilege. These people who 
protected me, patted me on the back for 
“standing up to the bully”, did not say or do 
anything when the man was shouting racist 
slurs at the people of colour on the train. 
They asked if I was all right; they did not 
ask if the teenage boys were all right, or if 
the elderly woman was all right. 
The man was right about one thing: 
I’m a loudmouth. I can be abrasive, and 
you don’t have to know me very long to 
know my opinions on things. I tilt at far too 
many windmills and I carry around a stack 
of soapboxes to climb up on at any given 
moment. I know this about myself, and 
I know that being a loudmouth can put 
people right off. Especially if you’re saying 
uncomfortable things. 
It seems like we’re in the age of 
the loudmouths, and I can empathize 
with the fatigue this instills in people. 
We want to stop hearing about how the 
world is going to hell and everyone and 
everything is wrong and bad. We want 
people on all sides to stop hollering into 
the megaphones. We want to hear one nice 
story about a SkyTrain car full of strangers 
banding together to protect a brave 
loudmouth from a scary racist without 
having to think about the implications of 
why people were far quicker to protect the 
white person over the non-white people 
who were the actual victims of that man’s 
racism. 
I think tentative leftists fear volume, 
fear alienating the uncertain audience. 
I used to feel the same way. Now, I fear 
inaction far more than I fear making 
people uncomfortable. 
In the ongoing barrage of the 24-hour 
news cycle that seems to speak truth to 
all my worst nightmares, I can’t help but 
hear echoes of author and playwright 
Larry Kramer’s admonishment of a crowd 
of bickering AIDs activists in 1991. I’d 
recommend finding a clip of it on YouTube, 
but the line that keeps coming back to me 
is, “Until we get our acts together, all of us, 
we are as good as dead.”
Sometimes you need a loudmouth to 
unite a room. And if no one else is taking 
up the megaphone, it might just be up to 
you to become the loudmouth we need.
Until next issue,
Bex Peterson
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• Accelerator program set to launch for 
BC businesswomen in music
• St. John Ambulance offers free opioid 
overdose response training
...and more!
Katie Czenczek
News Editor
Last week students at Douglas College honoured Indigenous women all over 
Canada who have gone missing or been 
murdered along the Highway of Tears.
The Sisters in Spirit vigil was held on 
Wednesday, October 3 from 11 am to 3 pm 
at the Coquitlam Campus and on Thursday 
from 11 am to 2 pm at the New Westminster 
campus. It was timely to get the message 
across before the Thanksgiving long 
weekend . This was the 13th annual Sisters 
in Spirit Vigil at Douglas College. 
Vigils were held all across the 
country to honour missing and murdered 
Indigenous women. According to the 
website of the Native Women’s Association 
of Canada (NWAC), there were only 11 
vigils held in the first year in 2006. By 2017, 
the number had grown to 212. At these 
events people pay their respects for those 
who have still not been found or have been 
murdered, and members of the Indigenous 
community “share their experiences with 
the justice system, media, victim services, 
and other institutional and community 
supports,” according to the NWAC’s 
website. Vigils are also intended to put 
pressure on society and government to act 
and acknowledge that there is an ongoing 
crisis.
Hosted by the DSU, the vigils at 
Douglas featured information booths 
that provided resources and services for 
Indigenous students at Douglas, along with 
providing statistics about the Highway 
of Tears and other issues that Indigenous 
women face. They served hot chocolate and 
held a candlelight vigil for people to pay 
respect. 
Julia Paludo, a first-year Chemistry 
student at Douglas College, said in an 
interview with the Other Press that she 
thinks it’s important to spread awareness of 
these issues.
“It’s a really good cause,” she said. “It 
makes people think about what happened 
and what is still happening to Indigenous 
women today.”
The vigils held at Douglas also 
featured the REDress Project, where 
students can paint their hands red and 
stamp them onto a drawing of a girl 
in honour of missing and murdered 
Indigenous women. Started by Metis 
artist Jaime Black, the idea is to visually 
demonstrate the issues Indigenous women 
face in Canada.
The DSU also did a soft-launch of 
their Reconciliation Through Education 
initiative which is partnered with the 
British Columbia Federation of Students 
(BCFS). Their goal is to promote 
reconciliation by telling stories and 
educating people about the Truth and 
Reconciliation commission so myths about 
Indigenous peoples are no longer spread.
To date, the number of women who 
have gone missing has been a contentious 
figure. According to the Canadian 
Encyclopedia, the RCMP said in a 2014 
report that between 1980 and 2012 there 
have been nearly 1,200 cases where 
Indigenous women have gone missing 
or been murdered. However, Indigenous 
women’s groups contest this data, as it 
fails to consider the cases that haven’t 
been reported to the RCMP. These groups 
estimate that it’s more likely that over 
4,000 women have gone missing.
Sisters in Spirit vigil returns 
to Douglas College
 › DSU launches ‘Reconciliation Through Education’ campaign
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Staff Reporter
The Career Centre of Douglas College has organized a series of Finance 
Recruitment events from September 17 to 
October 29. 
Six banks will be visiting Douglas 
College over a period of seven weeks. So 
far, Royal Bank of Canada (RBC) and RBC 
Insurance, Bank of Montreal (BMO), 
and Envision Financial have visited the 
college. The remaining institutions are 
Westminster Savings Credit Union, CIBC, 
and TD Bank, scheduled for October 15, 22, 
and 29 respectively. Students can register 
themselves for an upcoming event at the 
Career Centre’s website.
With a huge customer base, RBC is 
one of the largest banks in Canada and 
also provides services in other countries. 
BMO is another of the Big Five banks 
in the country. Envision Financial is a 
division of First West Credit Union, with 
branches throughout British Columbia 
and headquarters in Langley. The events 
involving these three institutions appear 
to have been a success so far, with students 
showing up in suits and carrying a bank of 
questions.
Although the events are titled Finance 
Recruitment, they are organized for 
everyone interested in starting a career in 
finance or banking or anyone wishing to 
gain a deeper understanding in the fields. 
Anushka Basantani, who is currently 
working towards a Post Degree Diploma 
in International Business Management, 
said during a conversation about Douglas 
College organizing these visits, “I was 
eagerly waiting for something like this. I 
wanted to know how everything works 
in the Canadian market. It’s good to see 
companies coming on campus. It gives 
us a chance to talk to them and gain 
a deeper insight of the field because 
someone working in that particular area 
can only give us the right knowledge and 
information.”
The companies were represented by 
senior officials working at advisory and 
managerial levels and in human resources. 
The managers and officials explained 
the ins and outs of their careers, giving 
introductions about the companies, 
training programs, certifications, and 
benefits available. 
Avi Kay, Regional Manager at Envision 
Financial, responded to a participant’s 
question about the difference between 
working at a retail branch and at the 
headquarters. Kay said, “We call the retail 
banker ‘members’ because they own shares 
in the credit union. The nature of the bank 
is transactional as it involves depositing 
cheques, making withdrawals, solving 
queries, and more. With the development 
of the industry, we have been moving from 
[the] transactional to advisory part. Even a 
role of teller is not just to take calls but to 
add value to the firm.” 
Kim, working in HR at Envision 
Financial, further added, “Headquarters 
have more shared services. They work 
to support the branches. We have 
departments like Finance, Accounting, 
Marketing, HR, IT, Corporate Security, and 
myriad others.”
In all the Finance Recruitment events 
so far, the companies discussed what it’s 
like to work at a financial institution and 
how it helps you grow. There are also many 
perks provided apart from competitive 
salaries, such as benefits that keep in mind 
the welfare of the employees, many of 
which are paid by the company.
Pratik Khasbardar, an international 
Finance student at Douglas College, works 
part-time with Scotiabank. When asked 
if banking is a worthwhile career, he said, 
“Banks have a great potential for those 
who want to develop and grow. It offers a 
wide variety of career options right from 
retail banking and insurance to corporate 
banking and much more, although it is 
different working at a retail branch than 
with the headquarters. It synchronizes 
with my courses really well. A career in 
banking can also help you manage your 
own finances efficiently.” 
Khasbardar also broke down what 
retail banking is like as a career.
“Work environment in retail banking 
is fast-paced as we offer so many different 
services to our customers under one roof, 
but they train you well before you get onto 
the field,” he said. “It is also a competitive 
one to work within. No matter what role 
you are assigned, you must understand 
the working of the bank completely. Each 
and every person you come across [has] 
different demands with different attitudes 
which you have to cater to. It feels good 
when you get compliments for your good 
work from your colleagues and customers. 
It is definitely a rewarding one too.”
Finance as a career is not just limited 
to the exchange of money or advising 
people how to do so. It is like a tree trunk 
with branches spread everywhere, each 
of which caters to different experience, 
knowledge, skills, and interests. The entire 
industry is subdivided into multiple areas: 
Corporate finance, commercial banking, 
investment banking, hedge funds, private 
equity and venture capital, financial 
planning, insurance, public accounting, 
and many more. There are many jobs out 
there for anyone willing to be a part of the 
industry. 
When asked by participants about 
what kind of students the companies are 
looking for, Kim answered, “Someone who 
is really great with people, mainly customer 
service skills. Since working at branch is 
more sales-oriented, we look for someone 
willing to answer all the questions and 
enthusiastically interacts with members 
and customers—not shy, and more 
outgoing with a positive attitude.”
Students can find jobs both online 
and offline. For those hoping to work at 
banks or other financial organizations, you 
should make sure that the career sections 
of the corporate websites you want to get 
into are bookmarked so that you check 
them regularly. Also, check that you are 
registered for the networking events and 
industry conferences of the city. Working 
in finance and banking requires study of 
the entire market, particularly the sectors 
you’d like to get into. Start imbibing the 
skills required from now on or brush them 
up if you’re already doing so. But most 
importantly, make sure finance is your cup 
of tea.
Finance education at Douglas College
 › Financial institutions will visit the college until October 29
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Backed by the BC government, St. John Ambulance is offering life-saving 
training throughout the province.
Having started out with on-the-
street volunteer efforts, the organization 
found that as much as they could help 
some people, they could not keep up with 
overdose deaths. Since December of 2016, 
St. John Ambulance has sent out volunteers 
to help prevent overdose deaths in Surrey 
and the Downtown Eastside. 
According to the Government of 
Canada’s website, as of September 12 of this 
year there were 1,036 deaths allegedly by 
opioid overdose from January to March; 94 
percent  of these deaths were accidental. 
Of these deaths—though the statistics also 
highlighted that some of these deaths were 
due to other illicit drugs—390 people died 
in BC alone. For all of Canada, 77 percent 
of people who died from overdose deaths in 
this period were males.
Drew Binette, who is in charge of 
Government Relations and Strategic 
Planning for St. John Ambulance, said in 
an interview with the Other Press that 
the volunteer efforts were helping with 
overdoses on streets, but they started to 
move indoors.
“We had a trained group of volunteers 
who went out on the street and saved lives,” 
he said. “Over the year and a half we had 
saved 139 lives with our volunteers, but 
what we recognized in the first few months 
is that overdose deaths were moving 
inside.”
Surrey, Vancouver, and Victoria were 
the cities hit the hardest by the opioid 
crisis in British Columbia. In order to 
further help, St. John Ambulance started 
introducing courses that would train 
everyday people in first aid specifically for 
dealing with opioid overdose, said Binette.
“The idea was to provide enough 
information for people to leave the course 
feeling confident,” he said. 
St. John Ambulance offers seven-
hour courses that cover how to administer 
naloxone, a breakdown of what an opioid 
is, emergency scenario training, how to 
do artificial respirations with or without 
naloxone, ongoing care, complications, and 
Adult CPR and AED training. 
For those with busy schedules, you can 
take the three-and-a-half-hour course that 
covers everything the seven-hour course 
does, excluding CPR and AED training. 
From either of these courses, the attendees 
will be certified with Opioid Overdose 
Response Training and will be given 
naloxone kits. 
Binette stressed that the reason 
opioids like fentanyl are so easy to overdose 
on is because it takes very little for severe 
damage. 
“It only takes two grains of salt worth 
of fentanyl to overdose,” he said. “The way 
I like to explain it is that it’s like baking 
chocolate chip cookies. So, when you bake 
chocolate chip cookies, you hope that 
every cookie has chocolate chips in it. It’s 
the same thing when you add fentanyl 
to a drug, and you don’t actually know 
how many specks of fentanyl will be in 
every batch. One batch of meth, coke, or 
whatever it may be might have no fentanyl 
in it, while the other batch may be filled 
with it.”
Binette also highlighted how most 
of these deaths occurred when people 
were overdosing alone. That’s why St. 
John Ambulance also wants to encourage 
activism efforts towards reducing stigma 
around drug use.
“Last year we saw a normal progression 
in deaths,” he said. “The key to getting it 
out there is getting [naloxone kits] out 
there, making them free, breaking down 
the barriers so anyone can get it. It used to 
be that naloxone was prescribed, but now 
anyone can get those kits for free.”
 You can register for these courses 
online at https://www.startsavinglives.
ca, by email at savinglives@bc.sja.ca, or 
by phone at 604-321-2651.
Naomi Ambrose
Staff Writer
Women in Music BC hosted an event designetd to link up all female-
identifying people in BC’s music industry. 
The event was held on September 27 at the 
Narrow Lounge in Vancouver.
Several female artists and 
entrepreneurs in BC’s music industry came 
to mingle with each other and to learn 
about a new program that is expected to be 
launched in the province in spring of 2019.
According to Creative BC’s website, 
the upcoming program is similar to 
the Women in Music Canada Ontario 
Chapter’s Entrepreneur Accelerator 
program. The program aims to provide 
entrepreneurial women in the music 
industry with practical and theoretical 
assistance to help them to grow their 
business.
Jess Vaira, a Vancouver singer-
songwriter, open mic host and show 
producer who attended the event organized 
by Creative BC and Women in Music BC, 
said in an interview with the Other Press, “I 
think [it was a] lovely event.”
According to the Business 
Development Bank of Canada’s website, 
accelerator programs assist emerging 
businesses by providing them with 
access to essential resources that will 
help these businesses to thrive and 
become self-sufficient. The building of 
that strong foundation could eventually 
help these businesses sustain themselves 
economically and financially. 
Accelerator programs can be strenuous 
yet enriching and rewarding. 
“The accelerator experience is a 
process of intense, rapid, and immersive 
education aimed at accelerating the life 
cycle of young innovative companies, 
compressing years’ worth of learning-by-
doing into just a few months,” said Ian 
Hathaway in a Harvard Business Review 
article. 
Although accelerator programs are 
usually geared towards new startups, 
established startups also participate in the 
programs.
The accelerator program could 
also help to increase the economic 
sustainability of women employed in the 
Canadian music industry. This economic 
sustainability is worth considering—
especially if one considers the findings 
of a survey carried out by Women in 
Music Canada. According to information 
retrieved from a 2015 report on Women 
in Music Canada’s website, “The annual 
salaries of women in the music 
industry in 2014 were 27 [percent 
] lower on average than the most 
recently available average annual 
salary for the sound recording 
segment in Canada.” For music 
companies in 2014, the report 
stated, women made about 10 
percent less than that industry’s 
average.
To help with the launch 
of the BC accelerator program, 
attendees answered survey 
questions. The questions were 
also meant to assess the needs 
of music businesswomen. Sarah 
Fenton from Creative BC said 
in an interview with the Other 
Press that the event “is the first 
and the first step of discussion.” 
Fenton indicated that there 
is a possibility that additional 
research will be done in the 
music industry to gather more 
information. 
Fenton also advised that 
people who are interested in 
finding out further updates 
and discussions can follow the 
Women in Music BC Facebook 
group.
Entrepreneur Accelerator program set to 
launch for BC businesswomen in music
St. John Ambulance offers 
free opioid overdose response training
 › Assistance for businesswomen in music industry is near
 › Crisis still ongoing
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• ‘Shoplifters’ film review
• ‘Life is Strange 2: Episode 1’ video game 
review
• EDEN concert review
...and more!
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
In the heart of Oakridge Centre mall in Vancouver West stands a little red carpeted footprint full of fine art 
pieces. On display are works created by two of the most 
famous European artists, Pablo Picasso and Salvador Dalí. 
Sculptures are scattered on pillars among paintings and 
pencil sketches. With free admission, I was surprised there 
were only a handful of onlookers. Every piece in the small 
exhibit is an original, which elevates how surreal it is for 
the artwork to be simply standing in the middle of a mall. 
This exhibit, titled “Meet the Masters,” is presented by 
the Chali-Rosso Art Gallery and will be open until October 
14. Works on display include Surrealist Piano by Salvador 
Dalí, an 89-inch black and gold sculpture towering in the 
middle on the exhibit, and Grande Maternité by Picasso, 
a beautiful coloured pencil lithograph of a mother fondly 
cradling her baby, among many other fine pieces. 
“I do not paint a portrait to look like the subject, 
rather does the person grow to look like his portrait.” 
This is a quote from Dalí, written at the top of a colossal 
entrance into the roped-off exhibit. A beautiful part of 
the experience was seeing all the different people come in 
to witness the artwork; whether they be art-inclined, or 
people just on their break from work, this exhibit allows 
everyone to be exposed to magnificent art that they may 
not have sought out to see on their own. 
Dark, cool tone colours are a theme throughout the 
sculptures by Dalí. Black horses and teal torsos are all 
decorated with golden accents. Gold highlights the beauty 
of angels, women, warriors, and wings among many 
obscure additions to Dalí’s sculptures such as eggs and 
clocks. 
The exhibit displays both the realism as well as 
abstraction of Dalí’s work on paper. Picasso’s hand displays 
many abstract concepts and his unique take on the human 
shape. Dalí and Picasso lived and created artwork in the 
same era. The two were friends yet also had a unique 
relationship of mutual inspiration and rivalry. They were 
both remembered for breaking traditions and promoting 
surrealism in the art world. 
According to one quote from Dalí, “The one thing 
the world will never have enough of is the outrageous.” 
There are many facts about the lives of the two artists, 
as well as descriptions of the friendship between them, 
presented around the exhibit. Whether you’re new to art or 
a seasoned connoisseur, this gallery is free and worth the 
travel.
Picasso and Dalí
 › Free exhibit featuring the artwork of masters
Ph
o
to
s 
b
y 
B
ill
y 
B
u
i
arts // no. 6 theotherpress.ca
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
    
Venom, directed by Ruben Fleischer, is a thriller sci-fi movie spin-off of 
the character Venom, who was originally 
introduced in The Amazing Spider-Man 
comics in 1984. The film’s main character 
is an evil alien with abilities to merge with 
organisms on Earth. The alien, Venom, 
finds himself acquainted with Eddie Brock, 
a journalist (Peter Parker who?). Both 
Brock and Venom have their personal 
agendas and must learn to work with each 
other to succeed. (Spoilers ahead!)
The movie tries to be funny, but the 
humour is just not up to par. Venom’s 
humour in particular seems forced, making 
it uncomfortable and awkward. The jokes 
aren’t funny on their own, but they are 
comedic because it is Venom trying to 
make them—which may or may not have 
been the movie’s intent, but it works out.
At one point, Brock asks Venom how 
the alien knows so many personal facts 
about him. “I am inside your head. You 
are a loser, Eddie,” Venom says in reply, 
an insult which wrenched my heart for all 
the wrong reasons. I’ve noticed a trend in 
thriller movies where the evil character 
calls the protagonist a loser, an example 
being The Nun. What’s with evil characters 
and fourth-grade insults nowadays? If 
I had to guess, I’d imagine it’s a way to 
combat potential criticism for making 
a politically incorrect insult. Without 
thought put into retorts and deeper 
emotional dialogue, the scriptwriting 
seems lazy, which is never a good thing. 
Another strange moment within the 
film is when Brock’s love interest, Anne 
Weying, is overtaken by Venom. The female 
Venom body is extremely sexualized, which 
is completely unnecessary. A CGI evil alien 
succumbing to evil body image standards 
for women is fitting, though, I guess.
I expected Venom to be a darker, 
broodier, and overall eviller  character. It’s 
a surprising twist that Brock is much more 
brooding and pessimistic. However, both 
characters share a witty dark humour. All 
the protagonists experience great character 
development throughout the film, 
although there are instances where the 
progression isn’t clearly explained and the 
change seems sudden and confusing. The 
antagonist of the storyline, Carlton Drake, 
pretty much remains evil from start to 
finish, which is boring but also a superhero 
movie cliché which is to be expected.
The CGI is crisp and well integrated 
within the film. The effects are beautiful 
(or gruesome, depending on how you look 
at it) and extremely realistic. There is an 
abundance of action scenes, which are 
intense while remaining easy to follow. 
Cinematic scenes are thrown in, which 
is a good addition to the sets. The movie 
boasts scenic shots of soldiers shining 
lasers off their rifles into a fog-filled 
room, to beautiful views of San Francisco 
and the Golden Gate Bridge. The entire 
movie is aesthetically pleasing, so much 
so that Venom himself says, “Your world 
is beautiful”—right before threatening its 
end. 
Despite the abundance of negative 
reviews already out there, the audience 
remained thrilled and cracking up 
throughout the entire film. For two hours 
of a good time, I’d recommend watching 
the movie.
Venom thinks you’re a loser
 › ‘Venom’ film review
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Senior Columnist
    
Earlier this year, we had the film Oh Lucy! which shows a woman from 
Japan going to California, although it was 
surprisingly about suicide. Now we have 
The Darling, a local BC film that was in 
the Vancouver International Film Festival 
this year, where we see a foreigner visiting 
Vancouver. 
The story follows Lee Sun-hwa (Jang 
Jieun), who is in Vancouver filming a 
movie in the summer of 2017. She stays 
with her sister, who lives in the city with 
her husband. When she is not filming, 
she explores the many tourist attractions 
in Vancouver and has conversations with 
the locals about their cultural differences, 
including a server she befriends named 
Isabelle.
The film has a French New Wave style 
to it, being shown in black and white, 
with a notebook showing what day it is 
in between scenes. The film is split into 
days of Sun-hwa’s trip. Most of them have 
one-shot takes of Sun-hwa going around 
an area or having a very long conversation. 
Sun-hwa was based on a character in 
Anton Chekhov’s stories and the title of the 
film is named after another of Chekhov’s 
stories of the same name. Some of the 
topics that she talks about with the locals 
are feminism, temples, and getting a job.
The one-take scenes cause the pacing 
of the film to be very slow, and it takes a 
while before something happens and we 
learn more about Sun-hwa. Part of the 
movie was filmed in Coquitlam—during 
the scene when Sun-hwa sees Isabelle 
filming something for an assignment in the 
hills of Coquitlam , you can recognize the 
power lines. 
Originally, during the first screening 
of the film at VIFF there was going to be 
a Q&A with the director of the film, Lee 
Seung-Yup, and Jang. Instead, Jang was in 
the audience watching the film. 
After the screening I asked her a 
few questions, such as what was the 
most interesting thing that she’s seen in 
Vancouver and whether she was similar 
to her character in the film. She answered 
that she likes the beer in the area and she 
does drink it in the film. While Sun-hwa is 
similar to herself in some ways, Jang said 
the character is also different because Sun-
hwa is older than Jang herself. 
The Darling opens in limited release 
soon.
Escaping to Vancouver
 › ‘The Darling’ film review
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Life is Strange 2 had a lot to live up to. While fans of the original were excited 
for the sequel, the idea of leaving Max, 
Chloe, and the rest of the characters 
behind was difficult to take. Additionally, 
while the first series featured female main 
characters and a potential lesbian romance, 
the second has a male main character, 
further worrying fans. However, Life is 
Strange 2 blew my expectations out of 
the water. I’m going to keep this review as 
spoiler-free as possible for those of you who 
have yet to play it.
You play as Sean Diaz, a 16-year-
old whose main concerns are going to a 
Halloween party with his best friend Lyla 
Park and hopefully hooking up with the 
girl he has a crush on. His relationship with 
his 9-year-old brother Daniel is strained 
since Sean is too busy hanging out with his 
friends to deal with him. Overall, Sean’s 
just a regular kid dealing with regular 
problems. However, as the game goes on, 
drama unfolds around him and Daniel and 
they begin to develop their bond.
Colouring much of the game’s story is 
the politics of today and two years ago. The 
game starts right before Halloween 2016—
not coincidentally, about 10 days before 
Trump’s election on November 8. Playing 
as a Mexican teen allows the player to 
experience the racism of the time through 
the mind of a young “thug.” Racism is 
found all around them, and Sean’s dad 
would joke that in the Pacific Northwest 
“There are more bigfoots than Mexicans.” 
The game handles the race relations 
between the Diazes and those around them 
deftly, and without pulling any punches.
Each and every character in the game 
is fleshed out and believable, some for the 
better and some for the worse. Sean feels 
like any teen—he loves skateboarding, 
sketching, and hanging out with his best 
friend. Daniel is an excitable kid who 
breaks out of the mould of the “annoying” 
child in video games, instead being very 
loveable. The game brings more diversity 
with Lyla, who is Korean. I’m happy to 
see platonic male-female friendships in 
any media, so theirs is a very enjoyable 
relationship. There are some shitty people 
in the game too, with motivations that 
sadly tie in with the general attitude among 
many people in the US today. 
Like the first, the game is visually 
stunning, and the soundtrack and licensed 
songs add to the atmosphere. A collectibles 
system allows you to customize Sean’s 
backpack with patches and keychains. 
His love of sketching takes the place of 
Max’s photography and Chloe’s graffiti, 
allowing players to sit down and sketch his 
surroundings. His sketchbook also serves 
as a journal of sorts, although more visceral 
and graphically-heavy than those in the 
previous games. 
I would recommend this game to 
anyone, whether you played the first game 
or not. While it takes place in the same 
region, the developers have promised 
that this is a separate story from Max and 
Chloe’s. If you’re concerned about the 
choice to switch to male characters, I would 
counter that, while the first was celebrated 
for allowing players to embody and 
empathize with teen LGBTQ+ girls, this 
game is just as valuable for focusing on the 
struggle Mexican-Americans are currently 
facing, which is also largely missing from 
mainstream media. Like the first, this game 
is episodic, so if you pick it up now you will 
be waiting about two months between new 
episodes. However, I think it’s worth it to 
play live and be a part of the community as 
the story progresses. 
The game costs $50, a large step up 
from the original’s $20 price tag, but I 
would argue that the original is easily 
worth $50 as well. You can also buy the first 
episode for $10 and then choose to pick up 
the rest for $41 if you decide you like it. This 
episode took me about four hours, and if 
it keeps pace with that you’ll get about 20 
hours of entertainment for the price of less 
than four movie tickets. Fans of the original 
game and fans of visual media in general 
will all find something to love in this 
relatable story.
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
    
There are a lot of famous Japanese directors who inspired various other 
directors, like Akira Kurosawa and Yasujirō 
Ozu. In my opinion the greatest director 
in Japanese cinema right now and one of 
my favourites is Hirokazu Kore-eda, who 
makes films about families and real-life 
issues. Some of his films include Nobody 
Knows, Still Walking, Like Father, Like Son, 
Seaside Diary (officially titled Our Little 
Sister in English), The Third Murder, and he 
even directed two of AKB48’s music videos, 
“Sakura no Ki ni Narou” and “Green Flash”. 
Some of Kore-eda’s films were shown 
in the Cannes Film Festival, including his 
most recent film and the film that won 
the Palme d’Or (highest prize) this year, 
Shoplifters. This film also did very well 
when it was released in Japan last summer 
and sold out screenings when it was shown 
in the Vancouver International Film 
Festival this year. Shoplifters talks about 
one of the issues in Japan right now: Low-
income families.
Yuri (Miyu Sasaki) runs away from 
her parents when her mother is being 
abused by her father. She is found by 
Osamu Shibata (Lily Franky) and his son, 
Shota (Kairi Jyo), and they take her in their 
disorganized house in Northeast Tokyo. 
The Shibata family does not have a lot of 
money. They earn it through a variety of 
ways. Osamu and his wife Nobuyo (Sakura 
Ando) have low-paying jobs, their daughter 
Aki (Mayu Matsuoka) works in a sex club, 
and the grandmother Hatsue (Kirin Kiki) 
has a pension. They obtain essentials by 
shoplifting and they do various tricks to 
avoid being caught. When the Shibatas 
find out that Yuri’s parents are trying to 
find their daughter, they disguise her so 
that she is not recognized—and so that 
they don’t blow their cover. 
Like in all of Kore-eda’s films, the 
director does shots static in one take to 
show something unfold from a perspective. 
Also, you see soft images and a yellowish 
colour that make his films unique. The 
shoplifting scenes show the tricks of the 
shoplifting trade and why it is a bad idea. 
The film reminds me of the Akira Kurosawa 
film Dodes’ka-den, especially with the 
clothes that the family wears.
The end of Shoplifters is a bit 
disappointing. The last quarter of it turns 
into a procedural crime drama and feels 
like it may have used elements from Kore-
eda’s film The Third Murder. There are 
some shots that are similar to the first-
person shots in Yasujirō Ozu’s films. I’m 
worried that Kore-eda might be starting to 
make more crime films than films about 
families, and that his future films may not 
be as good, like Deepa Mehta with Beeba 
Boys and some of Oliver Stone’s recent 
films, which in my opinion are very bad.
While this is Kore-eda’s most 
successful film, I’d say it is not his best 
work because it had elements that are 
usually not in his films. Kirin Kiki is great 
playing Hatsue. Unfortunately, she passed 
away on September 15, making this film her 
last. She will probably win Best Supporting 
Actress in the Japanese Academy Prize (the 
Japanese version of the Academy Awards) 
next year. Also, the film could win Best 
Foreign Language Film in the Academy 
Awards next year, though the Academy 
might give it to Pawel Pawlikowski’s Cold 
War instead. 
Hopefully Shoplifters will get more 
people in Japan to talk about low-income 
families and how to solve the problem. 
Shoplifters opens in limited release soon.
The art of shoplifting
 › ‘Shoplifters’ film review
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‘Life is Strange 2’s switch to new cast 
pays off in emotional first episode
 › ‘Life is Strange 2: Episode 1’ video game review
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Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
EDEN’s live show at the Vogue Theatre on October 2 was nothing short of 
amazing, as usual. EDEN is a stage name 
for Jonathon Ng, who is originally from 
Dublin, Ireland. I’ve been lucky to catch 
him perform before at this same venue in 
2016, and earlier this year in March at the 
Showbox SoDo in Seattle. He has clearly 
grown as a performer and musician, which 
has been very beautiful to see throughout 
the years.
The setlist consisted mostly of songs 
from EDEN’s 2018 debut album, Vertigo. In 
fact, he performed almost the entire album, 
as well as older songs from his earlier EPs 
i think you think too much of me (2016) 
and End Credits (2015). The vibe of Vertigo 
is very casual, the kind of album you can 
listen to at any point in the day. The songs 
themselves are unique: They are filled with 
disjointed sounds of synths, keyboards, 
percussion, and voice, yet manage to come 
together very well. 
EDEN’S music and live performances 
evoke a lot of emotion in his audience, 
likely because the song lyrics are relatable 
and focus on issues mainly regarding 
relationships and self-image. Many people 
in the audience were crying throughout 
most of the show on October 2. 
I spoke to a couple next to me who, 
now married, became initially involved 
with each other through one of them 
sending the other songs by EDEN. I found 
this to be a lovely story and especially 
thought it nice that his music can bring 
people together so strongly. I have also 
connected with some of my now best 
friends through mutual admiration of his 
music. 
The stage consisted of several separate 
sets: Three of them held a keyboard, and 
one of them a set of drums. Although 
EDEN is a solo artist he had two backing 
musicians on stage as well, a drummer 
and an accompanying guitarist and 
keyboardist. EDEN moved around the 
stage as only a solo musician would have 
to, as he alone had to entertain such a 
large crowd. He went back and forth, 
playing every instrument up there except 
for the drums. In showing off his skills 
on the guitar, bass, keyboard, launchpad, 
and vocals, he demonstrated that he is 
very capable as a musician. The stage also 
featured several pillars of lights scattered 
throughout, providing colourful visuals to 
go with the live music.
 I had a VIP pass, so I was able to meet 
EDEN for a short while before the show. 
I’ve been listening to his music for a few 
years now and I was able to thank him for 
all that his music has done for me, as well 
as for my friends who were not able to 
come to the show. It is fantastic to be able 
to thank an artist in person for the impact 
their creations have had in your life, and 
I am grateful for that opportunity. EDEN 
himself was charmingly shy and seemed 
extremely genuine and humble in his 
response. He even seemed flustered by my 
thanks, which struck me as odd because 
I’m sure he gets many compliments every 
day. The fact that it was personal to him 
meant a lot to me. 
Overall, the concert felt very 
intimately meaningful—not only to me, 
but the impact could be seen throughout 
the audience as people hugged and 
comforted others whom they had never 
met prior to the show. The sense of 
belonging and mutual understanding 
felt vital to the experience. I would highly 
recommend both listening to his music 
and buying a ticket for a show the next 
time he comes by on tour, whenever that 
may be.
You can’t think too much of EDEN
 › EDEN concert review
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The impact could be seen throughout the 
audience as people hugged and comforted others 
whom they had never met prior to the show.
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Great Inclinations is your go-to source for 
diving into the world of casual hiking in 
and around the Lower Mainland. Because 
hiking’s not just for assholes anymore.
Most hikers would agree that summer is the best season for hitting up 
trails. However, don’t leave autumn out 
altogether; there are some sunny days left 
before the shroud of winter takes over, so 
get out and enjoy those last fragments of 
frost-free weather!
On those days when it does rain on the 
trail, don’t get caught unprepared. Slight 
alterations to your hiking gear can help 
keep you snug—and more importantly, 
dry—during the wet months ahead.
Before diving in, I want to familiarize 
you all with your new, hyphenated best 
friend: Gore-Tex. Gore-Tex is the go-
to material for anything waterproof. 
A patented material, Gore-Tex has a 
semipermeable exterior, allowing heat 
to escape from the interior. This keeps 
the wearer dry without causing them 
to overheat, which makes it the perfect 
material for active outerwear.
The most important thing to consider 
is what kind of hiking boots you’ll be using. 
There’s a big difference between boots 
that are water-resistant and those that 
are waterproof. Waterproof boots have an 
inner boot sewn inside to keep your feet 
totally dry. If something is water-resistant, 
it’s generally coated in silicone to prevent 
water from seeping into the boot. Water-
resistant boots are more breathable and 
more flexible to wear, but they won’t keep 
you 100 percent dry, so it’s up to you which 
best suits your hiking style. Remember that 
the silicone layer can wear away over time, 
so you’ll have to regularly apply silicone 
sprays or waxes to keep it water-resistant. If 
your hiking boots are only water-resistant, 
you might want to splurge on some 
waterproof socks. Gore-Tex has several 
models which run between $40 and $60. 
They’re likely to be the most expensive pair 
of socks you’ll ever purchase, but they’ll 
also be the most useful. 
In terms of keeping your body warm 
and dry, remember that the start of a hike 
is the coldest you’ll ever be. Oftentimes 
people will instinctively bundle up, but as 
soon as they’re hiking they overheat. Try 
to dress in layers for your hike: A T-shirt, 
followed by a fleece or sweater, and then 
a Gore-Tex rain shell overtop. I guarantee 
that partway through the hike you’ll shed 
the middle layer. With two other layers 
and your blood pumpin’, you should be 
comfortable.
Surprisingly, backpacks are the 
trickiest things to keep dry during a hike. 
Ordinary backpacks lack the waterproofing 
material that hiking brands boast, so 
they’re at a disadvantage here. Many 
hiking backpacks also come with built-in 
pack covers—like a small poncho, except 
specifically for your backpack—but these 
can be cumbersome, since you have to 
undo them anytime you want to access 
your backpack. Most outdoor equipment 
stores sell pack liners, which are waterproof 
bags that you slide into your backpack 
to keep the contents dry. Ultimately 
though, the amount of rain coming down 
is inconsequential for shorter hikes. My 
advice: Unless you’re embarking on a 
multi-day hike in a monsoon, just use 
your regular backpack and make sure your 
valuables are tucked away in the inside so 
they’ll stay dry.
Garbage weather outside is hardly an 
excuse to not hit the trails. With a few extra 
steps to waterproof your hiking getup, you 
can easily hike into late October and even 
early November.
Roshni Riar
Staff Writer
On September 30, a room full of people settled into the Native Education 
College in Mount Pleasant, Vancouver. 
Chelene Knight—managing editor of Room 
magazine—took to the microphone to 
welcome us to AfterWord. She explained 
that AfterWord was a literary celebration 
of all women—including queer people and 
women of colour—and stressed the casual 
nature of the event, with snacks and drinks 
for all, and no pressure to stay for the full 
three-and-a-half-hour reading sponsored 
by Room. 
AfterWord was initially meant to be a 
part of the Word Vancouver festival line-
up, which took place in Vancouver from 
September 24 to 30. The Facebook event 
page explains that due to “undisclosed 
financial issues with the [Word Vancouver] 
Society,” there was no longer an option for 
the event to be part of Word Vancouver and 
so AfterWord, a post-festival celebration, 
was born.
AfterWord featured 14 local writers. 
The lineup included Isabella Wang, an 
emerging 18-year-old Chinese-Canadian 
poet; Sara Graefe, a playwright, Creative 
Writing faculty member at the University 
of British Columbia, and editor of Swelling 
with Pride: Queer Conception and Adoption 
Stories; Amber Dawn, Douglas College 
faculty member and author of Sub Rosa, 
How Poetry Saved My Life: A Hustler’s 
Memoir, and the 2018 novel Sodom Exit 
Road; Andrea Warner, author of the 
newly released Buffy Sainte-Marie: The 
Authorized Biography; jaye simpson , an 
Oji-Cree Anishinaabe Two-Spirit warrior 
and member of the 2018 Vancouver Slam 
Poetry team; and Ivan Coyote, the author of 
11 books, including 2016’s Tomboy Survival 
Guide, and Simon Fraser University’s newly 
named Writer in Residence for 2018/2019. 
While 14 readings may seem like a 
lot, every writer who shared with the room 
provided a different, fresh perspective on 
what it means to be not just a woman but 
a human being navigating society’s biases 
and obstacles. While not everyone had the 
same shared experiences, the concept of 
womanhood, and the othering that stems 
from it, was the commonality that touched 
everyone in attendance. The room was 
brought to laughter, heavy silence, and 
even tears throughout the night.
Sara Graefe  read from her own story 
in Swelling with Pride, a harrowing yet 
hilarious tale of the struggle of a lesbian 
couple who desperately wants a child. 
People sat around the tall, wood-burning 
fireplace in the middle of the room and 
listened intently, feeling her experience as 
if it was their own. Amber Dawn made us 
all laugh in the preamble to her reading, 
alerting the audience: “Trigger warning: 
UBC.” Following that burst of comedy was 
a powerful, resonating response to her 
memoir How Poetry Saved my Life. Dawn 
truly performed the piece, gripping the 
microphone with strength and intensity as 
she captivated the listeners.
Ivan Coyote closed the reading, 
thanking everyone in the room for 
attending and thanking all of the writers 
who shared their words and their stories. 
They fanned themself, explaining that 
their menopausal hot flashes were acting 
up, which made the audience laugh and 
hum in understanding. Coyote read their 
own “literary Doritos,” a term they coined 
to describe the short anecdotal stories they 
often write. Their stories centered on their 
own trans experience and took listeners 
through feelings of anger, sadness, hilarity, 
and understanding in just a few stories. 
The night closed with a thunderous 
applause for everyone involved in the 
event, the singing of “Happy Birthday” to 
Isabella Wang, and the sharing of a special 
birthday cake that Knight and Meghan Bell 
(publisher of Room and Knight’s partner 
in putting together AfterWord) brought 
to celebrate Wang’s belated 18th  birthday. 
The sense of community was strong as 
people stood with their slices of cake, 
chatting and perusing the writers’ books 
on sale. People slowly filtered out, smiling 
at each other, and I think we all felt proud 
to have been a part of such a meaningful 
night.
Great Inclinations
 › How to weatherproof your hiking attire
 › ‘AfterWord’ women’s literary event review
• Three ways to use pumpkin at home
• Fan Expo guest list: Arts and crafts
• ‘AfterWord’ women’s literary event 
review
• ...and more!
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creative writing 
coming together 
in the afterword
Support local filmmakers at 
NewWest FilmFest
Film festival showcases independent productions
NewWest FilmFest commemorates its eighth year with a three-day festival full of independent films, locally made shorts, and filmmaker 
presentations taking place from October 19 to 21. The festival will be held at 
Landmark Cinemas near the New Westminster SkyTrain station.
“We want to be the filmmakers’ festival,” Chris Dabrowski, treasurer for 
NewWest FilmFest, said to the Other Press in an interview. “One of the things 
we’re doing is a short film showcase with all BC filmmakers and giving them an 
opportunity to present their films.”
The festival begins Friday, October 19 with Talk! at 7 pm. This 
documentary by local journalist George Orr explores the history of talk radio 
in the Lower Mainland, especially its success in the 1970s and 1980s as well as 
its decline in recent years. It features several familiar faces who were once talk 
show hosts, including former prime minister Kim Campbell and former BC 
premier Christy Clark.
“In those days, radio was a very large force of our politics and social 
change,” Dabrowski said. “It’s certainly changed over the years. Because of 
social media, it no longer has the impact that it once had.”
Following the screening, there will be a gala at 9 pm with Orr and former 
radio journalist George Garrett, who is featured in the documentary.
On Saturday, October 20, NewWest FilmFest presents Truth Detectives at 
7 pm and Detainee X at 9:20 pm.
Truth Detectives is a documentary that explores the use of modern 
technology such as smartphones to capture war and crime happening around 
the world and bring it to the attention of others.
Detainee X, directed by Toronto-based music video director Manee 
Osman, takes a dark look at what could happen when an American teenager’s 
race, religion, and interest in specific video games make him a target for 
surveillance and arrest. Due to the violence in the film, it is recommended for 
viewers aged 16 or older.
“It’s not for the faint of heart, but I feel that it addresses some real 
concerns that I know many young people are aware of in today’s world,” Deni 
Loubert, a member of the NewWest FilmFest board, said to the Other Press.
The festival’s last day, Sunday, October 21, begins at 3 pm with the Short 
Film Showcase featuring a collection of 10-minute films produced and directed 
by BC filmmakers.
“Our short film showcase is now in its second year. It gives us a way to help 
film students find new audiences,” Loubert said.
“One submission that was a surprise came from a high school in the Lower 
Mainland. It’s apparently based on a Stephen King novel,” said Dabrowski.
After the showcase, the festival will screen HOPE at 5 pm. In the short 
documentary, director and editor Journey Smith and her friend, assistant 
editor Andi Wardrop, try to inspire hope in others while Smith struggles 
with her own disabilities. The film began as a Grade 12 final project for 
these Whistler students in September 2017. To finish funding the film, the 
filmmakers turned to Kickstarter and successfully raised $6,291 of their $4,000 
funding goal during their seven-week campaign from February to April. The 
filmmakers will be in attendance for the screening.
Following HOPE, there will be a screening for Home, a short documentary 
about one woman’s journey to build a safe home in Thailand for homeless 
children.
“Our films talk about equality, diversity, and inclusion,” Dabrowski said. 
“They’re very inspiring films.”
Closing the night is Being Rachel, which chronicles a group of high school 
students with developmental disabilities as they create a play that shines a light 
on the issues they face and gives viewers the opportunity to see them for who 
they really are. This final documentary starts at 7 pm.
“I think the positive message in Being Rachel is one that has resonance 
and a lot of hope in it,” Loubert said.
One of the noteworthy aspects of the NewWest FilmFest is the way it has 
evolved from where it began as an environmental documentary festival called 
NewWest DocFest in 2011.
For the first and second festivals, NewWest DocFest held film screenings 
in the Laura C. Muir Performing Arts Theatre at the Douglas College New 
Westminster campus. In 2013, the festival moved to Landmark Cinemas, just 
down the hill from the campus at New Westminster Station.
Later in 2015, the festival changed its name to NewWest FilmFest when 
it moved away from its focus on documentaries to include films from other 
genres.
Despite relocating to Landmark Cinemas, the festival returned to Douglas 
College’s Performing Arts Theatre in 2016 to screen Viva, a film about a young 
Cuban man discovering his identity. The screening was arranged by Modern 
Languages instructor Ruth Mandujano-Lopez, who was a member of the 
NewWest FilmFest board at the time. She had experience bringing festival 
screenings to the college from her collaboration with the Vancouver Latin 
American Film Festival, which had screened its films at the college since 2013 
and provided Viva for the NewWest festival.
Although not returning to Douglas College for a screening this year, 
NewWest FilmFest is returning to its roots with several documentaries in the 
lineup including Talk!, Truth Detectives, HOPE, Home, and Being Rachel.
According to the organizers, the 2018 festival also boasts an impressive 
number of submissions from which the films to be screened were chosen.
“This is our first year where all the films we will be showing are a result of a 
direct call for submissions,” Loubert said.
“We got over 3,000 submissions from 83 countries,” Dabrowski said.
NewWest FilmFest members volunteered to watch, critique, and review 
the submitted films over an eight-month period in order to select the films for 
this year’s festival, according to Dabrowski. The documentaries garnered a lot 
of positive feedback, which led to their inclusion in the festival.
“We’ve also got 20 to 30 other really good films we’re keeping in reserve for 
some other time,” Dabrowski said.
For more information on the three-day festival’s films and showtimes, 
check out NewWestFilmFest.ca.
Tickets are available online at NWFF2018.EventBrite.ca. Single tickets are 
$10 each for adults and $7 each for students and seniors. Festival passes are $50 
each, with a discounted rate of $40 each for early birds, students, and seniors. 
A one-time membership fee of $1 is required and will last for the duration of 
the festival.
“I think that attendees will experience a varied festival this year with some 
outstanding work from a variety of indie filmmakers,” Loubert said.
Cheryl Minns
Senior Columnist
Our films talk about equality, diversity, and 
inclusion. They’re very inspiring films.”
Chris Dabrowski, 
treasurer for NewWest FilmFest
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It’s officially autumn and pumpkin pandemonium has set the world into 
a frenzied quest to consume as much 
pumpkin as possible. Starbucks’ Pumpkin 
Spice Latte (PSL) has long captivated the 
hearts, minds, and taste buds of many. 
While I agree that it’s a delicious drink, I’m 
here to tell you that there are other ways to 
get your fill of pumpkin-y goodness—all 
from the comfort of your own home!
Pumpkin bread
Ingredients:
1 15 ounce can of pumpkin puree
3 medium eggs
3/4 cup coconut oil (or soft butter)
3/4 cup brown sugar
2 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon each of baking soda, baking 
powder, cinnamon, and ground ginger
1/2 teaspoon nutmeg
1/8 teaspoon each of clove, cardamom, and 
ground black pepper
Preheat oven to 350°F and grease a 9” 
x 16” pan . Mix all the dry ingredients 
together and set aside. In a separate 
bowl, cream together brown sugar and 
coconut oil. Crack in eggs and pumpkin 
puree, whisking together until all the 
wet ingredients are smooth. Fold dry 
ingredients into wet, mixing until it 
becomes a consistent batter. Pour into 
greased pan and bake for approximately 
30 to 40 minutes, until a toothpick to the 
centre comes out clean. Rest for 15 minutes 
before cutting.
Pumpkin bread tastes great and can 
be a vehicle for equally tasty toppings like 
cream cheese frosting or honey butter.
Pumpkin soup
Ingredients:
1 15 ounce can of pumpkin puree
4 cups vegetable broth
1 medium onion, diced
2 cloves garlic, minced
2 bay leaves
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper (1/8 teaspoon 
if less heat is desired)
1/2 cup coconut milk (or cream if desired)
Salt and pepper to taste
This one is seriously easy, especially after 
a long day and rainy commute home. You 
can throw this in a pot, change into some 
cozy clothes, and curl up on the couch with 
a big, warm bowl in no time. 
On medium heat, sauté onion and 
garlic with olive oil until soft and fragrant. 
Add cinnamon, cayenne, bay leaves, and 
pumpkin puree. Mix together. Slowly add 
vegetable broth, whisking into pumpkin 
mixture until fully incorporated without 
any clumps. Cover and let simmer on 
medium high heat for 15 minutes. If 
desired, take off heat and let cool for five 
minutes before blending to achieve a 
completely smooth consistency. Put back 
on low heat and whisk in coconut milk and 
salt and pepper to taste. Let simmer for five 
minutes before serving.
You can also stir in some grated 
parmesan, fresh sage, and cooked pasta 
noodles to make a creamy pasta dish with 
this recipe.
Pumpkin turmeric milk
Ingredients:
1/2 cup pumpkin puree
2 cups milk of choice (I like coconut milk)
2 tablespoons maple syrup or honey
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon, ground ginger, 
ground turmeric (I recommend using fresh 
sliced ginger and turmeric if you can, in the 
same quantities)
1/8 teaspoon nutmeg, clove, cardamom
If you really can’t fight the urge for a sweet 
pumpkin drink, then this has got you 
covered. You can have a warm glass before 
bed or mix it into your morning cup of 
coffee as a creamer.
In a small pot, whisk together milk 
and pumpkin until smooth. Bring 
to a boil, then whisk in 
spices, sweetener, and 
a pinch of salt. Let 
simmer on low heat for 
five minutes, whisking 
constantly. Pour into a 
mug with a cinnamon 
stick and a sprinkle of 
nutmeg on top.
Pumpkin 
pandemonium
 › Three ways to use pumpkin at home
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#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag 
#DougLife, for a chance to be featured in the paper! 

This week’s photo is by lauura.lewis
Feel like getting into a spooky mood? Well, so do we! After a month of 
hitting the books, it’s time to enjoy life again—and what better way than 
to get hyped for possibly the greatest holiday ever: Halloween! Here’s a few 
ghastly tracks from our staff here at the Other Press.
  Savages by Savoir Adore (Tania)
  The Addams Family by Andrew Gold (Katie)
  Human Fly by The Cramps (Jessica)
  Dig by Mudvayne (Caroline)
  Black Magic Woman by Santana (Naomi)
  I Came to Your Party Dressed As a Shadow by Piano Magic (Bex)
  Spooky, Scary Skeletons by Andrew Gold (Greg)
  Forever & Ever More by Nothing But Thieves (Sonam)
  These Fangs by Say Hi (Brittney)
otherplaylistthe
Brittnet MacDonald
Life and Style Editor
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Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
Though not as flashy or eye-catching as the celebrities of film and 
television, it seems that this year Fan 
Expo has refocused to bring convention-
goers closer to the brilliant minds 
behind it all—the artists and creators! 
Unfortunately, it would be impossible to 
go into an in-depth examination of all 
the amazing artists and creators who will 
be present, so I’ll only be focusing on the 
heavy hitters.
Headlining we have notable name 
Jeff Parker! Parker does double duty 
as both a writer and an artist. He has 
over 100 titles under his belt, including 
the critically acclaimed The Interman 
and—my personal favourite—X-Men: 
First Class Finals. As a writer, Parker is 
known for putting a new spin on familiar 
characters as well as for his intense 
amounts of crossover and retro-inspired 
imaginings, such as the series Batman 
’66.
Matt “Batt” Banning will be 
returning to Fan Expo. Banning is a 
permanent artist with DC Comics and is 
responsible for some of DC’s most iconic 
covers from the new 52, including the 
Red Hood and the Outlaws omnibus, 
Superman/Wonder Woman Vol. 4, and 
Countdown 37.
Talking about cover artists, if you’re 
a Teen Titans or Damian Wayne fan than 
you know the name Jonboy Meyers! 
Meyers has worked with countless 
studios, including comic industry giants 
DC and Marvel. Some of his most recent 
works can be seen on the front pages of 
Ame-Comi Girls, Teen Titans, Telos, and 
Royals.
Cartoonist Peter Bagge will also be 
in attendance. Best known for his rubber 
hose animation inspired style, Bagge 
has won two Harvey Awards—an award 
celebrating comics and achievements 
within the comic genre. In 1991 he 
received an award for Best Cartoonist as 
well as an award for his creative work, 
Hate.
Renowned artist Bob McLeod 
will be joining the Fan Expo crew. In 
1982 McLeod worked alongside Chris 
Claremont and together they created 
the New Mutants within the X-Men 
franchise—characters that will be hitting 
the big screen in August of 2019 in a 
horror film of the same name. Besides 
New Mutants, McLeod was also the artist 
and writer behind the children’s book 
Superhero ABC, a superhero-filled quest 
to learn the alphabet.
If you’ve ever admired a piece of 
trading card art from Star Wars Galaxy 
or Batman: Saga of the Dark Knight, 
then you could be a fan of Eisner Award 
winner Dave Dorman. Recognizable for 
his oil-painting-like aesthetic, Dorman is 
a photorealistic illustrator of the highest 
calibre. His work can be seen gracing 
the covers of franchise trade paperbacks 
Aliens, Young Jedi Knights, and Han Solo. 
He’s also worked on Dark Horse’s Indiana 
Jones and Star Wars comic series, as well 
as Dead Heat by Del Stone Jr.—the 1996 
award winner for best first novel from the 
International Horror Guild and a Bram 
Stoker Award finalist from the Horror 
Writers Association. 
Needless to say, these few are just 
a sampling of the talent that will be 
present. The list is still growing, so get 
your tickets soon! Fan Expo Vancouver 
will be taking place from October 12 to 14 
at the Vancouver Convention Centre near 
Waterfront Station. See you there!
Fan Expo guest list: Arts and crafts
 › Comic creators, concept designers, and cover artists galore!
Art by Jeff Parker, Matt “Batt” Banning, Jonboy Meyers, Peter Bagge, Bob McLeod, and Dave Dorman
Unfortunately, it would be impossible to go into an in-depth 
examination of all the amazing artists and creators that will be 
present, so I’ll only be focusing on the heavy hitters.
OpiniOns
Have an idea for a story?
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• New TV shows deserve a better chance 
to shine
• Vegans who can’t take jokes
• Feminist faux pas
...and more!
C J Sommerfeld
Contributor
A few years back while visiting a cattle ranch on the Central 
Coast of California, one of the 
cattle farmers picked up my tub 
of vegan protein powder, scoffed, 
and asked, “You make burgers 
outta this stuff?” He was very 
unimpressed. 
Although I am sure he was 
aware that protein powder goes 
in a shaker cup—or in the batter 
for yummy protein pancakes—I 
could not help but laugh with 
him. Although he was making 
fun of me, his joke was funny, so 
I sucked up my plant-based pride 
and honoured his humour. 
There are many hilarious 
stereotypes about vegans: They 
smother hummus on everything, 
they have a vegetable to describe 
every emotion, and they have 
chickens running around their 
backyards (which is totally legal 
in Vancouver by the way). Vegans 
are often viewed as yogi-extremist 
liberal folks who never shut up 
about their veganism. 
These are socially 
constructed assumptions about 
vegans, and sure, there is nothing 
wrong with these views—they 
just do not apply to every vegan! 
It is these characteristics of a 
select few which have provided 
rich subject matter for banter. 
However, regardless of if these 
stigmas have revealed themselves 
to be truthful or not, why not 
laugh when someone uses them as 
wisecrack ammunition? 
Instead of taking offense and 
trying to squash vegan stereotypes 
(no pun intended), just embrace 
it and laugh! Better yet, throw 
some organic, locally sourced, 
non-GMO jokes in there yourself, 
because who cares what people 
think about your food beliefs? If 
you have reasons to eat a certain 
way, then why feel the need to 
argue against the stereotypes? 
So, when people laugh at 
our nutritional yeast, mock our 
chickpeas, and joke about where 
we get our protein from, laugh 
with them! Aspects of veganism 
can be absurd and hilarious, and 
the best humour is always rooted 
in the truth. Not to mention 
that nothing is more annoying 
than those self-righteous vegans 
who cannot laugh at themselves 
(except maybe for vegans who 
never shut up about their 
veganism). 
Why did the organic tofu 
cross the road? To show that he 
wasn’t chicken!
Naomi Ambrose
Staff Writer
Can you believe that Dancing with 
the Stars is in its 27th season? If you can’t 
get enough of the show, I’m sure you were 
excited when October 7 arrived as you got 
to watch Dancing with the Stars Juniors—
the latest spin-off of the Dancing with the 
Stars show.
Or perhaps you were excited to watch 
your other favourite spin-off shows with 
your beloved celebrities that either debuted 
or returned to the television airwaves last 
month. Before you get excited to watch 
your upcoming favourite celebrity spin-
off show, please take a moment with 
me to analyze the implications of the 
overabundance of spin-off television shows 
with celebrities. 
The proliferation of TV spin-off 
shows with popular celebrities is another 
reminder about the role of popularity when 
the executives, chairpersons, and chief 
executive officers at television networks 
and studios determine which shows get 
on the air. Television shows with big name 
celebrities 
get a lot of 
attention. Take 
Big Brother: 
Celebrity 
Edition as 
a classic 
example. 
When the show debuted earlier this year, 
it “drew a 1.8 rating in adults 18 [to] 49 and 
7.3 million viewers, making it the top-rated 
and most-watched show of the night,” 
wrote Joe Otterson in a Variety article. 
Dancing with the Stars has a similar 
relationship with celebrities. The show 
focuses on famous people who dance 
various types of ballroom dances with 
professional dancers. Several stars who 
reign supreme in the reality TV, sports, and 
entertainment spheres have appeared on 
the show. Many of these stars have been 
well known for decades, though some 
have withered away while others have kept 
their staying 
power in the 
limelight. 
Whether these 
stars’ lights 
have dimmed 
or continued 
to shine, they 
usually still have a large fan base who are 
excited to see their favourite star in another 
role—this time as a ballroom dancer.
Maybe these excited fans could 
instead be given a chance to like the 
performance of an unknown actor from 
a well-written TV show that is not very 
popular. I’m sure you have watched several 
shows you liked that were cancelled after 
one season or even after a few episodes. 
Maybe the show’s ratings were not high 
enough because the cast was not well-
known—or maybe because celebrity spin-
off shows are hoarding all the attention. 
Because of the cancellation, we may never 
see the extent of the performance given by 
a brilliant new actor. We will never know if 
the show could have been a hit.
If a new show was given a chance 
to become a hit, we could have been 
introduced to a new way of understanding 
our world. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to hear 
some new lines in a new show written by a 
new producer? Wouldn’t it be awesome to 
laugh at a new joke or to ponder a thought-
provoking comment introduced by a new 
writer or actor? 
Please take a moment to celebrate 
new shows. In the meantime, enjoy your 
favourite spin-off TV shows with your 
favourite celebrities.
What gets your goat: Vegans who 
cannot make fun of themselves 
The celebrity show spin-off 
landscape is getting too cluttered
 › How do you know that someone is a vegan? They’ll tell you—and they may or may not laugh about it
 › New TV shows deserve a better chance to shine
Wouldn’t it be wonderful to hear 
some new lines in a new show 
written by a new producer?
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Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
For many years I proudly claimed myself to be a feminist. Lately, however, I have 
been more and more hesitant to associate 
myself with the community. 
It’s not that I don’t appreciate 
what the movement has done in the 
past, or that I believe in equality 
any less than I used to. It’s just 
that I find feminism has become 
so contrived by mainstream 
society that it doesn’t mean 
what it’s supposed to anymore. 
It’s also the culture, especially 
on social media, that gives me 
reason to distance myself. 
In my experience, people 
tend to treat feminism as an 
exclusionary club where you 
must prove yourself to be 
accepted. Unless you say the 
same buzzwords and have 
the exact same set of beliefs, 
you are not a “true feminist.” 
There seem to be many 
reservations about who can 
be one and for what reasons. 
Some say men can’t be 
feminists, as well as people 
who err on the right side of 
the political spectrum. Even 
some celebrities have been 
told they can’t be part of this 
movement because of their 
lifestyle choices. Yet if anyone 
wants to identify themselves with 
feminism for whatever reason, why 
shouldn’t they?
I think people forget that feminism 
literally means equality for all genders—
not women being the superior gender. 
Because of this, I find men are often 
treated unfairly in these communities, 
solely because they’re men. Personally, 
I have heard several people suggest that 
“men can’t be feminists because they 
don’t experience oppression,” or “they only 
wear the hat as an excuse to be sexist.” 
However, people who aren’t women do 
still experience prejudice based on gender. 
I’m sure many women also claim to be 
feminist to cover up their own sexist 
ideals, but it’s mainly men who receive 
the brunt of this argument. While this 
argument may have some merit, who’s to 
say that all men are like this, or that some 
women don’t do this as well?
Take for instance the case of the 
Russian woman who pours water 
mixed with bleach onto the legs of 
“manspreaders” on public transit. Also, 
consider the women who go on Tinder 
dates just for the free food and never talk 
to the date again, or the women who say 
“kill all men” on a regular basis. Many 
have been quick to say that this is not 
what feminism stands for, but if this is 
the kind of negative culture it creates, we 
need to take a serious look at what we’re 
doing wrong. 
Additionally, I find in the community 
it seems like women are put on pedestals 
only because they are women. I believe 
most celebrities that people deem 
“feminist icons” use the movement as a 
tactic to gain popularity or are awful role 
models that people assume to be idols just 
because they are women. 
I also feel with the mainstreaming of 
the political movement that some people 
label themselves as feminists but don’t 
really know what it stands for. Because it’s 
become so popularized, it’s more of a label 
or a trend than a political movement. 
People can wear “girl power” or “feminist” 
t-shirts, but that doesn’t mean they 
believe or advocate for equality.
I’m not saying this is how all 
feminists are; these are just my 
experiences with the community. As the 
title of a bell hooks book says, “Feminism 
is for everybody,” but because of the flaws 
I’ve experienced firsthand, I’m not sure if 
it’s for me anymore.
Feminist faux pas
 › My experience with the feminist 
community and why I feel alienated by it
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
It may be funny to some but posting photos of strangers on the Internet 
without their permission, whether it be 
to mock, ogle, or shame them, is an awful 
thing to do. Besides the obvious reasons 
that it’s creepy and rude, it’s also an 
extreme invasion of privacy and it has the 
potential to put people in danger. Unless 
someone is deliberately seeking attention 
or committing a crime, posting pictures of 
unsuspecting citizens is unacceptable. 
My first issue with people posting 
these pictures is that it’s done mainly to 
make fun of strangers—people who are 
trying to pick up groceries, taking public 
transportation, or who are just out in 
public. Although many people don’t care 
about how they’re dressed or what they 
look like when they’re out running errands, 
that’s no excuse to post and shame them on 
social media. Not showing their faces can 
alleviate the harm a little, but even then, 
it’s still an invasion of their privacy. 
Websites like peopleofwalmart.
com thrive on images of people like this, 
and many accounts like @shehashadit 
on Instagram use social media to post 
about strangers doing awkward things. 
Maybe this kind of thing was funny back 
in high school, but it’s time to grow up 
and realize how awful this is. I don’t see a 
huge problem with sending funny pics of 
strangers to some close friends, but I draw 
the line when the image is made public. 
The last thing anyone wants when 
they’re going to the supermarket late at 
night is someone snapping a photo of their 
messy hair and haphazard outfit to make 
fun of them, much less posting it on the 
web for everyone to see. Odds are you have 
been that person who just needed to pick 
up milk at the store before it closed and 
dressed in the first thing you found on your 
bedroom floor, so it’s not hard to imagine 
how angry you would be if you found 
an image of yourself in that state on the 
Internet.
What may be worse is the people 
who post photos not to mock, but to ogle 
attractive strangers. It’s one thing to be 
sexualized when you’re out in a public area, 
but to have your picture immortalized on 
the Internet for random people to gawk at 
is a whole other creepy can of worms. 
You never know what these people 
are going through when you post photos 
of them in public. Some may be in 
protection programs or getting out of toxic 
relationships. By making pictures of them 
public you could also be making their 
location public, which might be dangerous 
to them. 
It may be funny to you in the moment 
but think about how you would feel if you 
found an unflattering picture of yourself 
floating around on the Internet. You 
probably wouldn’t like it, so don’t do it to 
other people. 
 › Respect people’s privacy
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
One time I was at the food court in 
a mall with my friend at the time. After 
we had finished eating and were about to 
leave, I reminded her that she forgot to pick 
up after herself, to which she replied, “Just 
leave it. That’s the custodians’ job.” 
First of all, no it’s not. Second of all, 
how lazy and immature can you be that you 
can’t even clean up after yourself?
Unfortunately, many people have this 
same idea about cleaners, believing that 
they are getting paid to personally clean 
up after every person who walks through 
the building, but they’re not. It may be 
the cleaners’ job to keep the area neat and 
tidy, but it’s not their job to clean up every 
individual person’s mess. In fact, by leaving 
your garbage behind, you are probably 
making their jobs even more difficult. They 
likely have other duties that need to be 
done besides cleaning up after some lazy 
punks’ lunch, and you’re wasting their time 
because you couldn’t pick up your own 
garbage.
I can’t imagine how custodians deal 
with this on a daily basis, having to handle 
people who assume their mess is someone 
else’s responsibility. When I worked at a 
movie theatre, I would have to help clean 
out the theatres before the next showing, 
so I have some understanding of the 
plight of janitors. The amount of mess 
that people left behind was amazing—but 
also concerning considering many of the 
movie patrons were fully grown adults who 
couldn’t tidy up after themselves. Being a 
cleaner is a hard job, but it shouldn’t be 
harder because some people are too lazy to 
throw their own garbage away.
People tend to look down on 
custodians, but their jobs are important 
and should not be taken for granted. Clean 
up after yourselves—it’s not that hard. 
Rants in your pants: 
It’s not custodians’ jobs 
to clean up after you
 › They’re not your personal cleaners
Posting 
photos of strangers on 
the Internet is not cool
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 humour@theotherpress.ca
Klara Woldenga
Entertainment Editor
With the help of two motivated millennials, the soul of famous 
philosopher and social figure Karl Marx 
rose from the dead last week.
“We felt that this terrible capitalistic 
world needed a new spokesperson,” said 
Eric Chapman, one of the two responsible 
for Karl Marx’s return. “Someone who just 
really gets it, you know?”
According to Chapman, him and 
his partner, Janice Franklin, spent 
over 30 days attempting to resurrect 
the famous social figure by praying to 
their communist shrine filled with bus 
schedules, library cards, medical cards, 
and several garden spades. When not 
praying at their shrine, the two also prayed 
to Jesus, stating that “Jesus must know 
him. I assume they party in heaven.”
According to Franklin, they were 
about to give up until Chapman was 
struck by an idea that would prove 
successful.
“We both just decided to throw in 
five bucks,” said Chapman. “You know, 
communism. Sharing and stuff.”
According to both Chapman and 
Franklin, Karl Marx’s ghost appeared 
shortly after, but the encounter did not go 
as expected.
“I was so surprised!” said Chapman. 
“He was really here—just like the witch 
told me he would be—but once I got a 
good look at him, I realized he was just 
some old white guy.”
According to the two witnesses, Karl 
Marx immediately began questioning 
their motivations in summoning him and 
whether they had enough knowledge to 
begin a revolution.
“It was really rude,” said Franklin. “I 
mean, you don’t just go around questioning 
people, you know?”
Even though both suddenly felt 
intruded upon, they tried to reason with 
the ghost, explaining why they had brought 
him back in the first place.
“I told him it was because we needed 
someone to help us tear down the system,” 
said Chapman. “He asked me how the 
system works now, and I told him to shove 
off and stop embarrassing me in front of 
my girlfriend.”
Both witnesses stated that Karl Marx 
then became very agitated and began 
verbally lashing out, yelling out things 
like “How do you expect to implement 
change if you don’t understand it?” and 
“Did you even read my work?” This startled 
Chapman and Franklin, making them feel 
unsafe in their home and causing them to 
lose faith in their role model.
“He was being super rude,” said 
Chapman. “He had the audacity to ask 
me if I had even read his work or any 
economics literature. Like, I’ve leafed 
through it, you know? Get off my back.”
As Karl Marx kept on ranting and 
pacing, Chapman and Franklin began to 
feel they could no longer tolerate this ghost 
in their home. 
“I just started thinking, like, ‘Who 
even is this guy?’” said Franklin. “He’s 
obviously just some privileged man with a 
beard. Why were we even listening to him?”
It was then that Chapman told Karl 
Marx that his economic views meant 
nothing because he was “just a rich old 
white guy” and that he should “check his 
privilege” before speaking.
According to both witnesses, Karl 
Marx suddenly stopped in his tracks and 
said, “I have checked it, and it looks like 
I won’t be using any of my privilege to 
help you,” before disappearing, leaving 
both Chapman and Franklin shaken but 
relieved.  
“I was so happy he was gone,” said 
Chapman. “He challenged my views. I don’t 
need that.”
“All I know is that we don’t need more 
educated white guys telling us what to do,” 
said Franklin. “Especially privileged ones 
that take the time to try and help the world 
instead of riding out their existence, like 
most of us do.”
Klara Woldenga
Entertainment Editor
Sure, we all want to change the world. Unfortunately, with all of our Instagram 
and Facebook feeds, who has the time or 
the energy? Face it, having your posts go 
viral is way more rewarding and important 
than attempting deep social change. If you 
ever get an inkling to put down your phone 
and help the world and communities 
around you, just remember this list and 
rest easy knowing you didn’t have to do 
anything hard or painful.
Blame someone else
The beauty with having so many people 
living on the planet is that there’s so many 
you can blame instead of looking at your 
own faults. Feeling nostalgic? Blame 
your high school teacher for hurting your 
motivation. Feeling a little detached or 
highbrow? Blame society in general. Don’t 
worry about any coincidences—your anger 
is totally nebulous and doesn’t change a 
thing.
Buy something
Buy anything labelled “organic” or 
“sustainable”. Voting with your wallet 
is totally a thing, but due to loose 
regulations—and a billion other factors 
you don’t need to know—I assure you 
the difference isn’t enough to actually do 
anything.
Engage in Facebook activism
Not only can this be done in the comfort 
of your own home, you also look really 
cool doing it. Why go outside and give up 
control of your environment when you can 
simply click a button that shows that you 
are really against poverty in Africa? Just 
remember to turn on your WiFi. You don’t 
want to pay extra for pretending to invoke 
change.
Publicly shame someone on social 
media
There’s no better way to feel better about 
yourself than to make someone else feel 
shitty for something they probably didn’t 
mean. Use your favourite platform like 
Twitter, Facebook, or even Instagram, and 
find a small joke or comment that you 
can twist into something mean and awful 
to share with your like-minded buddies. 
Creating a public shaming event is easier 
than ever and we have nothing better to do 
than assume the worst in everyone else. 
Travel
After engaging in all the above activities, 
you totally deserve a vacation! Travel to 
an impoverished land to really make sure 
you see what you take for granted. Post all 
of your adventures online for everyone to 
see, and relish in the “Wow, good for you!” 
comments you will undoubtedly receive. 
But don’t you worry, this won’t change you. 
I guarantee that within three weeks of 
returning home you will start taking your 
surroundings for granted again.
Ghost of Karl Marx forced to check his privilege
Top five things to do instead 
of improving the world
 › ‘You are all insane,’ says Marx
 › Creating change is hard, treat yo’self instead
O
• The science of pseudoproductivology
• Have you seen my keys?
• Top five things to do instead of 
improving the world
...and more!
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Caroline Ho
Assistant Editor
Tired of trying to pretend you’re busy when you’re really not?
If you’ve been grappling for years 
with the grudging realization that feigning 
focus requires almost as much concerted 
effort as actually doing your work, your 
struggles may soon be over. Top researchers 
at the Institute for Diurnal Lassitude and 
Emulation (IDLE) have recently published 
their findings on the most effective ways 
to fake it ’til you make your boss stop 
watching over your shoulder.
IDLE’s report is an exciting new 
addition to the ground-breaking discipline 
of pseudoproductivology, the study 
of convincing others that you’re doing 
meaningful work while actually getting as 
little done as possible.
The Other Press spoke with 
pseudoproductivologist Dr. Laia Z. Ness, 
one of the report’s lead authors, on what 
she called the “super-scientific, totally 
legit phenomenon of Beguilingly Looking 
Authentically Hardworking, or BLAH.”
“It’s a time-honoured practice, 
especially in the corporate world. It’s right 
up there with making up backronyms and 
coming up with long, clever-sounding 
words with suffixes that don’t mean 
anything,” said Dr. Ness.
Along with the standard BuzzFeed-
fodder list of practices—including typing 
lines of gibberish into a Word document 
or hastily Alt-Tabbing into one’s email 
inbox as soon as someone approaches—the 
report also analyzes the effectiveness of 
lesser-known manifestations of BLAH, 
such as using your desktop icons as a 
sliding block puzzle or calculating the 
nutritional values of elaborate recipes on 
WolframAlpha.
The study was conducted using 
self-reported answers from over 1,200 
participants and promises to be 100 percent 
unbiased, with only a 97 percent margin of 
error. The study also reportedly includes 
dozens of pie charts that completely add to 
the research’s legitimacy, especially since 
most of the pie charts appear to be either 
memes or photos of actual pies.
According to Dr. Ness, this publication 
will have staggering consequences for 
society as a whole.
“This isn’t just applicable to office 
jobs or taking notes during lectures,” she 
said. “There are so many situations where 
it’s important to pretend you’re giving 
someone or something your full attention, 
even if you’re not. Avoiding household 
chores, avoiding jury duty, completely 
candid accidental selfies of yourself 
#workinghardorhardlyworking—there’s 
always time for more BLAH.”
Dr. Ness continued to detail the utility 
of IDLE’s research, but partway through 
the interview this reporter decided to 
start practicing these techniques of 
pseudoproductivology and stopped paying 
attention to anything the scientist was 
saying.
Realizing afterwards that this 
newspaper story didn’t have enough 
information, the reporter requested 
a copy of the IDLE report to pad the 
rest of the story with randomly chosen 
scientific-sounding quotes. However, 
upon receiving the report the Other 
Press discovered that, instead of text, 
the research paper was filled with 
what appeared to be mediocre 
caricatures of the institute’s lab 
assistants.
This reporter then 
gave up and went back 
to typing lines of 
gibberish.
Olkvje lak 
vilkjfasl ijdfs lkj. 
Jonathan Elden
Worried Reader
Dear the Other Press, I have read your paper for a while now, but there’s one 
question you have failed to answer: Where 
are my keys? 
I thought I left them in the bathroom, 
but they’re not there. I already checked the 
key hook, so don’t bother asking. I wouldn’t 
normally ask you; I know you’re a very busy 
newspaper. It’s just that it’s been seven days 
and I still haven’t found them. I’ve looked 
everywhere. It’s been a full week of looking 
and phoning and yelling and crying and 
whispering. It’s been a hell of a time, I tell 
ya. 
It’s just that I used to jangle them all 
the time. I miss that. And I miss scaring 
away large birds with them. Those birds 
would come at me with their large talons all 
the time. It made sense since I was in their 
nest collecting their delicious eggs, but 
they didn’t have to attack me, you know? 
They saw me in there and they made a 
choice to attack me instead of calling the 
police or signing a petition, like the rest 
of us have to do. Just because they’re birds 
they think they don’t have to live by our 
rules, and that’s not cool. I’ve tried to tell 
them that, but my attempts just resulted in 
more bird attacks from them, followed by 
more spite omelettes from me.
At first I thought the birds might have 
taken my keys, but then I realized there’s 
no way they could have. They probably 
thought about it, but then realized they 
had no pockets or key hooks or anywhere 
to place them. 
Anyway, I was hoping you could do 
some investigative reporting, starting with 
interviewing the only witnesses of the key’s 
last whereabouts: My couch, my fridge, and 
that small stain on my carpet. I’ve tried for 
hours to get them to talk. I’ve tried every 
legal interrogation technique in the book 
before quickly moving on to illegal ones. In 
the end, I guess I’m glad they aren’t really 
talking, but if they do, they consented to 
everything. Remember that. Remember 
who’s paying you. Not me, obviously, since 
it’s hard to keep down a job when you are 
trapped in your home for a week because 
you don’t have your keys. But someone will 
pay, someone with money, and they will 
know me. It’ll probably be my mom. You 
wouldn’t want to upset my mom by having 
me arrested just because I assaulted a 
couch, do you? Think about that. 
So, let me know what you find. Also, 
last question: Do you do ads? I’m trying to 
sell a couch. Slightly worn, damp, and cut 
in half. $500. Thanks.  
Looking busy has never been this easy
Letter to the Editor: 
Have you seen 
my keys?
 › The science of pseudoproductivology
 › Where are they? 
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Creative Works
Klara Woldenga
Entertainment Editor
Joan loved dogs. The big ones, the small ones, the high ones, even the weird 
ones. They were all good dogs, and the 
only way you could express this was by 
petting them. Every dog Joan had seen 
she pet by any means necessary. She was 
crafty and was always able to get her way 
either by asking, demanding, or sneaking.
She was lucky petting a dog without 
permission was a small offence, but also 
lucky that she was unthreatening. Who 
wouldn’t let a nice, short, blonde girl pet 
their dog? Maybe owners said no because 
the dog was shy or troublesome—no 
matter. Joan was a dog behaviour 
specialist by trade and would often walk 
away from the conflict with another client. 
Maybe she couldn’t pet the dog because 
the person was in a hurry. Again, it was no 
matter. Joan would simply run up beside 
the person and ask, almost too politely, 
and then sneak in a pet or two. 
It wasn’t until she met Ralph, an 
elderly hot dog vender and wiener 
dog owner, that she ran into the worst 
problem ever: He wouldn’t let her pet his 
dog. Ever. No matter how nicely, softly, or 
firmly she asked, he was always ready with 
a “No,” or a swift blocking of her hand 
with his hot dog tongs. 
Joan accepted this problem as a 
temporary thing. He’s new to the area, 
she thought. Maybe he just needs time for 
him—and his dog—to settle. For weeks 
she went during her lunch breaks, buying 
a hot dog and chatting him up while 
getting closer to his adorable dog sitting 
beside the cart. His responses were always 
short. To the point. He only responded 
with questions like “Do you want onions 
with that?” or “Do you mind moving left? 
There’s people behind you, you know.” But 
Joan was undeterred because she knew 
that if she kept at it, she would pet that 
dog. 
It was six weeks in when she finally 
had her breakthrough. On her way to 
the hot dog stand for her daily attempt 
she saw it: Another person petting the 
dog! The lucky person was an older lady, 
almost as short as Joan was, who had a 
hot dog in one hand and was petting the 
living dog with the other. Joan bounced 
up the hot dog stand with glee, excited 
that the old man had finally let his guard 
down. She paid for her meal with extra 
onions, like always, before starting up.
“Can I pet your dog?” she asked.
The old man didn’t look up from his 
dead dogs. 
“No,” he said.
Joan choked on her food. 
“What?” she managed to get out. 
“But that old lady is petting your dog.” 
The old man said nothing, allowing 
the cart’s sizzling to fill the silence. 
Joan walked to the side of the cart 
and wormed her way up to the old 
woman. She held out her hand, but it was 
promptly slapped by the old man’s. Joan 
furiously looked up at him. 
“But she’s petting the dog!” she said. 
The silent old woman continued petting, 
seemingly unaware of her surroundings.
The old man tended to his dead, 
grilling dogs.
“He’s had enough,” he said.
The older woman stood up and 
nodded to the old man before walking 
away. Joan watched her go, wondering 
if the old lady could hear her or feel 
anything that wasn’t two inches from her. 
She turned her attention back to the old 
man, leaning over the cart towards him 
and the grill. 
“Let me pet the dog!” Joan said.
The old man was silent as he flipped 
his dogs. Joan watched his tongs move the 
meat slowly and accurately. 
She pet every dog, she thought. 
Always. If she didn’t, who would she 
be? No way was this man, this old hot 
dog man, was going to get in her way. 
Suddenly, she had an idea. 
Joan grabbed one of the cart’s plastic 
forks and stabbed the old man’s left eye 
with it. He screamed in pain, dropping 
his tongs and himself to the ground. 
She dropped down and pet the wiener 
dog, who was now fraught with fear as 
his master yelled in pain. The dog’s fur 
was smooth, just as she had guessed it 
would be. Joan then picked herself up and 
walked back to her work. See, she knew 
that if she kept at it she would pet that 
dog.
She knew that if she kept at 
it, she would pet that dog. 
The girl who 
pet every dog
 › Short story excerpt
Anonymous
Contributor 
Down here in my garden, where the things are growing,
We, the royal we, fill our hands in the soil.
Sometimes our plants fail, sometimes they grow green,
(though never in-between)
And we, the royal we, get our hands back in the soil.
When the weather comes, it’s ice or boil.
Even we, the royal we, can’t change it.
But the garden grows best in shit,
So it’s up to me, royally me,
To put my hands back in the soil.
Alright, that’s egotistical, I’ll admit.
So sue me, the royal me.
Gardening is hard when I can’t control the weather
(though I sure can blame it).
The Royal ‘We’
 › Poem
Anonymous
Contributor
1.
The bleachers at my high school
I laughed and slid further down the waxy bench
You followed
2.
Grandpa’s house
While he told me a story about princesses
I waited to be rescued
3.
Closing time at work
Even now the stench of ground coffee still makes me sick 
I never took another shift
4.
My bedroom while I napped
Because you thought that since I said yes before 
You could do it whenever 
5.
My basement when you waited to be picked up 
Your mom asked us to take a photo together on prom night weeks later
I’d known you since kindergarten
6.
Your apartment
You kissed me on the cheek and thanked me afterwards
But I never said yes
7.
Grandma’s village in the Philippines 
I was exploring an abandoned barn when you found me
I never told my parents
8.
A naval ship on the Atlantic
There wasn’t enough evidence to even get to a courthouse
You’re still enlisted, I’m discharged
9.
Neighbour’s house 
You were my babysitter when Mom was at work
I try to erase ages nine through twelve
10.
The playground near the tetherball pole
It was my fault you couldn’t keep your hands to yourself
Puberty hit me before any other girl
We were only warned 
about strangers
 › Poem
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ACROSS 
1. Baked dessert
4. Book “leaf”
8. Boreal forest
13. Colony insect
14. Get out
15. Acrylic fibre
16. Author of Goosebumps 
(1992–97)
18. Author of The Time 
Machine (1895)
20. Extra wide shoe width
21. Not them
22. AC’s counterpart
24. Genetic acr.
25. Younger sister in Arthur
26. Exist
28. Actor Mitte
30. Irish airline __ Lingus
32. Identical
34. Chinese currency
35. __-47
36. Rotational speed acr.
37. Drinking establishment
38. Possessor
40. Actress Zadora
41. US nine-digit identifiers
42. Author of “The Call of 
Cthulhu” (1928)
45. Agitate
47. Marry
48. Lone Star State
50. BC had it from 2010 to 2013
51. Hawaiian garland
52. Opposite on the spectrum 
from UV
53. Country of 1-down (abbr.)
55. Tall wetland grass
57. Anger
58. “Nor” en français
59. At present
60. Chicago’s state (abbr.)
61. Sea eagle 
63. Myself and I
65. Morning hour
67. Do, __, mi
68. Imperial distance 
measurement
71. Author of The Chronicles of 
Narnia (1950–56)
74. Works of 45-down, eg.
75. Dull pain
77. Definite article
78. Stockpile
79. British slangy farewell
80. Greek dawn goddess
DOWN 
1. Capital of Sicily
2. Outs’ opposites
3. “__ __, Brute?”
4. Writing implement
5. Vetoed
6. Military Joe
7. Shakespearean verb suffix
8. Medium-sized municipality
9. Zones
10. Under the weather
11. __ Sachs
12. Replies
16. Behind
17. Tel Aviv’s country
19. Author of A Song of Ice and 
Fire (1996– )
23. “Seize the day” (2 wds.)
27. Author of Charlotte’s Web 
(1952)
29. Author of Harry Potter 
(1997–2007)
31. Like a long, heroic saga
33. Decline to partake
39. US network behind All 
Things Considered and This 
American Life
41. Visual and audio illusions in 
film and TV (abbr.)
43. Careen
44. Above the ground
45. Winter time zone for 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba
46. Author of The Waste Land 
(1922)
49. Tales
54. Astounds
56. Regards as
62. Impulsive
64. Authentic
66. Distribute
69. Meadow
70. Consume
73. One of the five Ws
76. San Francisco’s state (abbr.)
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Comic by Nova
THERAPY DOGS!
@ Beyond the Blues
